





N

THE AIRPOST JOURNAL

Official Publication of The
AMERICAN AIR MAIL SOCIETY

VOL. II. No. 10

FEBRUARY, 1932

ISSUE No. 22

AIR STAMP COLLECTING
ADVANCES

1662 Varieties

*

*
by Alton J. Blank

MAJOR GROUP in the aero
A philatelic hobby is that of

collecting Air Mail stamps.
The collecting of flown coverg and
related  historical data associated
with the inauguration and expansion
of air mail service constitutes an-
other phase of the hobby. Naturally
it would seem that these phases
would go hand in hand, each in its
proper relation to the other. How-
ever, up to the present time, this
has not been the case.

Aero philatelists have been con-
tent to separate themselves into two
groups and recognize a collector of
Air Mail stamps ag a distinct and
separate personage from one who
collects covers. Both have a common
interest in the air mail service as
conducted by various Postal Author-
ities the world over but do not seemn
to recognize that each is dependent
on the other. We have had a good
deal of information about cover col-
lecting and not much about Air Mail
stamp collecting. It is about time
that the cover collectors get in on
the “know’ as to what Air Mail
stamp collecting is all about, and
some of its possibilitieg and features.

While not all flown covers are
franked with air stamps it is getting
to be a common occurrence for all
air stamps to be used only for aecrial

Issued To Date

service. Thug we have the start of
what may ultimately become an ac-
cepted fact, that is: Air Mail stamps
for air mail purposes and possessing
no franking value on other postal
matter. The fact that the Universal
Postal Union incorporates into its
rules the decree that all air mail
matter must bear air mail stamps of
the country of origin is prefty con-
clusive proof of the acceptance of
this idea. What is more natural
than to assume that in the not far
distant future all nations, both large
and small, will possess their own
distinctive labels for the purpose of
distinguighing dir mail matter from
that which is to go by slower and
more antiquated means? On  that
assumption would it not be a wise
areo philatelist who started now to
collect Air Mail stamps so that when
they become the only means for
making his covers of primary inter-
est to him because they are flown,
he will have a good start on what
will undoubtedly be a distinct phase
in the philatelic world? -

Let us take a broader point of
view than that to which we aero
philatelists are prone to limit our-
selves. That is the purely philatelic
point of collecting stamps because
they are stamps. It is interesting
to note that Australia, a country
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noted for its advanced ideas and
ideals, has incorporated in its pros-
pectus for a coming philatelic exhi-

bition a distinct division for Air Mail

stamps. -On- the surface such a di-
vision. ordinarily . would cause no
comment. But this interesting fact
is noticed: no separate division is
made for various philatelic important
nations, such groups must be enter-
ed under a distinct division known
as “Foreign specialized collections.”
This, in ‘“Notes of the Month” in
Scott’s Monthly Journal” furnieheq
food for thought” and tlie veiled
prophecy is made that Air Mail
stampg ‘‘are destined to attain a
great deal more value than the is-
sues of any individual country.”
There is no cause for wonder that
this will come to pass. ,

It is safe to read the signs of the
times and note that the following
facts have a pertinent bearing on
the subject. General- collecting is
passe simply because of its bulk.
Specialism is not self-sufficient en-
ough to keep its own fires of enthus-
jasm burning. We have in Air Mail
stamp 'collecting a happy combination
of the best features of General Col-
lecting and Specialism. Air Mail
stamps are obtainable from many
countries. This fact alone is suffici-
ent to gladden the heart of the dyed
in the wool general collector. Air
Mail stamps constitute a special
phase of the stamp issuing activities
of any country. This ig sufficient
enough to segregate them as a sep-
arate group and satisfy the more
discriminating specialist. General
collectmg is old fashloned Spec1a117-
ihg ig up to date,‘Alr “Mail” stalqp
collecting is ultra modern

Healthy signs of the future sta.bll—
ity of. this phase -of: the,,_hobby; are
found:in catalogue recognition -of
air stamps as ‘a -separate- group as
compared with' regular issues, com-
memoratives; parcel post stamps;-and
postage’ --dues. - Special ‘:catalogues
have appeared solely for thé purpose
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of listing these stamps. This was
not true when the philatelic mind
was interested in War Stamps, Char-
ity issues or Post-War issues. The
general. collector will continue to
have his appetite appeased by new
issues that undoubtedly will appear.
The specialist will likewise be satis-
fied by the knowledge that he is
working in virgin territory and every
air stamp which he may examine has
a possibility of being an unrecordad
variety. One more sign—some will
not regard it as healthy as others—
that 1is, special groups, forming
within, such as: Zeppelin stamp col-
lecting, commemorative air stamps,
and what - is comparatively recent,
the formation of a collection of air
stamps. picturing types of planes.
The latter is comparable to shinp,
animal or architectural design col-
lecting and is just as educational
from an aeronautic viewpoint.

As we all know the first air mail
stamp made its appearance in Italy
on May 20, 1917.
to the end of the past year a total
1662 major varieties have made
their appearance.. The quantities 13-

From that day

sued varies from a very few to, in
some millions of copies.
Prices on these stamps are in accord-
ance with their relative scarcity and
the popularity of the country in
which the stamp Wwas . issued. In
size they run. from - the diminutive
“Crane” set of Uruguay to the large
label-like issues of Spain. - From 1its
most crude forms to the highest type
of ‘development the field ‘6f art is
represented by the different methods
of engraving, lithogrpahy, and stona
printing. -‘Subjects used in the ds-
gigng na,turally deal with. the art.of
fiying. "It is symbolized by Pegasus,

cases,

“Mercury; the eagle, the gull,.and thsa

condor. - One mneeds but little. study

to find- practically all types of flying

mac¢hines portrayed from:the earliest

“box-Kite” type of -.plane . .to the
" (Continued -on:Page:33):.-
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France. Both Walsh and I have
several new stunts that we will do
under the blue of the sky while here.
Walsh is a mighty good flier and I
like to fly with him as we understand
each other and I can work to better
advantage with him than with any
other flyer in the Curtiss school.”

“Beachey is without doubt the
greatest flyer in the world,” said
Walsh. “He does things that no

other aviator would think of attempt-
irg and with such ease that it looks
safe to any one but an experienced
birdman who understands just how
far Beachey is tempting fate. = Ther
is just one thing that I enjoy more
than flying myself and that is watch-
ing Beachey fly. He is always doing
the unexpected things. Those who
came out to see him fly are never
disappointed as he always gives them
more than they expect.”

“I don’t believe the people of
Dubuque fully realize what the
flyers have in store for them Satur-
day and Sunday,” said Beachey’s
manager. ‘‘They were dumbfounded
at Beachey’s flying last year, but will
be more so after witnessing the
stunts that Beachey and Walsh will
perform during the next two days.
Beachey’s flying is really wonderful.
I have seen him accomplish every-
thing but loop-the-loop and I would
not be surprised to see him do this
some day. His control of the Cur-
tiss plane, is at times -uncanny.

Beachey is a safe flyer and knows.

just how far he can play with fate.
He never attempts the impossible
nor endangers the lives of the people
who are watching him.”

Umbrellas in various colors and
raincoats were in evidence Saturday
afternoon as the crowd milled back
and forth under a sky mottled with
dark veils of cumulus clouds through
which the sunshine occasionally
smiled, but the old joker, J. Pluvius,
threatened to spoil the matinee when
he turned on the faucet and sent
down a deluge of rain at different
intervals. However, the flights were
not interferred with, and promptly
at three o’clock two of the cleverest
pilots in the business shot into the
air with their primitive type Curtiss
machines, gave -a nice exhibition of
trick and fancy flying, which includ-
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ed “stunts” that seemed impossible
and incredible after they had been
executed. The five mile race be-
tween the two birdmen, elicited con-
tinued applause, when Beachey
‘“opened up” and came in an easy
winner. Excitement trickled through
the audience as the pair continued
their frivolous air antics. A game
of aerial tag brought the pilots above
and below each other as they flew -
in great circles. Beachey tumbled
and circled like a great pigeon until
he had driven Walsh back to earth.

Perhaps the most impressive of the
stirring scenes in the day’s events
was the receipt and dispatch of
United States mail by aeroplane
Although booked as a novelty it
proved a grand success and many
Iowans who saw Walsh soar over the
city may recall with pride the fact
that they saw one of the very first
deliveries of mail by aeroplane in
America. The service received tlhe
official sanction of the department
at Washington. A temporary post-
office was set up at Nutwood Park,
where stamps and postal cards were
sold to. the public. Walsh became
an official employee of the govern-
ment when he took the oath in the
presence of two attaches of the of-
fice “to support the constitution and
defend the- mails.”” While the avi-
ators were replenishing their suppiy
of gasoline, Herman Ternes Dubu-
que’s Postmaster gave Walsh an or-
der instructing him to drop the mail
while flying over thirty-third aud
Jackson streets. After ascending
Walsh flew south, around the Bruns-
wick{~ Balke - Collender company’s
plant and dropped the bag to a postal
wagon which was waiting to receive
it. Beachey flew north, circled the
school house, mounted higher and
higher until he was almost lost in
the mists that floated below the
clouds. When in the vicinity of
Sageville he concluded an afternoon
of sensational flying as he topped
the masses of dark clouds and played
hide-and-seek with the ecrowd. A
graceful spiral glide brought him
down from the clouds to within a
few feet of the oval where he alight-
ed much to the glee of the audience.

Bright sunshine greeted Dubuque
(Continued on Page 32)



THE COLUMBIA COUNTRY
CLUB FLIGHT

*

b‘y Francis B. Leech

N IDLY running through the
catalog pages devoted to early
flights, I was struck by a rarity
wuich occurred in my own home
town and which catalogs in both
bLworak and Yerkshire at $200.00.
Naturally, this itemn intrigued me
and, on reading the rather meager
descriptions, I found that on June
15, 1918, one month subsequent to
the establishment of the first officlal
air mail route, a Red Cross benefit
had been held at the Columbia Coun-
try Club at Chevy ' Chase, Md., a
suburb of Washington, and that somse
covers had been dropped and sold
to raise funds for war sufferers.

Not beiug able to find any further
data on this special flight, I turned
to the newspaper files of the day, but
alas for the air mail philatelist, the
major event of the Red Cross bene-
fit was the appearance of the then
four outstanding golfers of the coun-

try, Messrs. Walter Hagen, Fred
McLeod, Chick Evans and Jiin
Barnes. Consequently, the golf

match was ably reported, but only
a passing mention was given Lhe
dropping of air mail covers address-
ed to members of the Columbia
Country Club. The Washington Star,
on the sporting page of the Sunday
edition, June 16, 1918, stated that:
“Capt. Weidemann, pilot of the air-
plane mail between New York and
Washington, dropped at a height of
fifty feet a bag of mail from officials
of the Aero League of America to
members of the Club.”

Of the other three Washington
papers, two had no mention of the
flight and the third mentioned in its
Saturday, June 15, 1918 edition
that: ““An army aviator would stunt
over the golf course and drop mail
to members.”

Fortunately, I personally know a
number of the older members of the
Columbia Club and

*

proceeded to.

canvas them to find a cover and also
Lo gather some authentic informa-
tion. I succeeded in my first en-
deavor. As to the second endeavor,
I was unanimously told that: ‘“Yes,
I had a letter and remember that an
army aviator dropped a pouch, but
I don’t recall how many there were
znd, oh yes, I tore mine up and threw
it away.” This is what I call tough
luck. However, one good friend
had saved his cover and presented it
to me. '

Still trying to gather data on this
cover, I took up the matter with the
Post Office Air Mail Service but their
files disclosed nothing. The Secre-
tary’s minutes of the governing
Loard of the Columbia Country Club
likewise were barren. Thanks, how-
ever, to the memorieg of Mr. Carter
B. Keen, who at the time was con-
nected with the Post Office and as-
sisted in the arrangements, Rev.
George Conner, the first Chief Clerk
of the air mail, and Lt. James C.
Egerton, one of the first official air
mail pilots, I am able to reconstruct
the picture, I believe, fairly accur-
ately.

In the first place, some club mem-
ber discussed the matter with the
Second Asgistant Postmaster Gen-
eral, Hon. Otto Praeger, for Mr. E.
B. Wadsworth advises me he found
that on. June 3, 1918 Mr. Praeger
wrote Captain A. C. Weidenback,
Signal Corps, War Dept., who was in
charge of the air mail route between
Washington and New York, citing the
fact that on June 15, 1918 the
Aero Club of America would send
one hundred aeroplane letters from
New York to individuals attending a
Red Cross drive at the Columbia
Country Club, Chevy Chase, Md.

The letters were addressed In
Washkington to one hundred memberg
of the club and franked with a twen-
ty-four cent air maijl stamp, Over

(Continued on Page 30)
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